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House Energy and Commerce Committee 
Discusses Unsustainable Growth in Health 
Care Spending   

On Wednesday, January 31, 2024, the House Energy and Commerce Health Subcommittee held a 
hearing entitled “Health Care Spending in the United States: Unsustainable for Patients, Employers, and 
Taxpayers.” Overall, the hearing touched on several topics and highlighted both areas of common ground 
and familiar partisan divides.  The subcommittee heard from the following witnesses: 

• Dr.  Chapin White, Ph.D., Director of Health Analysis, Congressional Budget Office

• Ms.  Sophia Tripoli, MPH, Senior Director of Health Policy, Families USA

• Mr.  Kevin Lyons, Plan Administrator, New Jersey State Policemen’s Benevolent Association, Inc.

• Dr.  Benedic Ippolito, Ph.D., M.S., Senior Fellow, American Enterprise Institute

• Ms.  Katie Martin, MPA, President and CEO, Health Care Cost Institute

Representatives and witnesses found a lot of common ground regarding the need to address rising 
health care costs.  Several representatives and witnesses praised the subcommittee and the House for 
passing the Lower Costs, More Transparency Act which would increase transparency and competition in 
the health care industry.  Several representatives and witnesses also agreed about the need to address 
consolidation within the health care industry.  Additionally, some witnesses and representatives spoke in 
favor of site neutrality payment reform and thought it could be done in a way that still addressed the needs 
of struggling hospitals.  Representatives such as Rep.  Morgan Griffith (R-VA-9) and Rep.  Tony Cárdenas 
(D-CA-29), voiced support for physician-owned hospitals.  Representatives such as Rep.  Michael Burgess 
(R-TX-26) and Rep.  Raul Ruiz (D-CA-25) brought up the need to ensure Medicare reimbursement rates 
are high enough to support physician practices.  

However, the hearing also showcased partisan differences on how best to address the issue of rising 
health care costs.  Democratic representatives such as Subcommittee Ranking Member Anna Eshoo (D-
CA-16), Full Committee Ranking Member Frank Pallone (D-NJ-6), and Rep.  Robin Kelly (D-IL-2) spoke up in 
support of health care policies passed as part of the Inflation Reduction Act and said the subcommittee 
should build off those policies. Other Democratic representatives, such as Full Committee Ranking 
Member Pallone (D-NJ-6), Rep. John Sarbanes (D-MD-3), and Rep.  Kim Schrier (D-WA-8) expressed 
concerns about the cost and effectiveness of the Medicare Advantage program. On the Republican side, 
members such as Health Subcommittee Chair Brett Guthrie (R-KY-2) and Vice-Chair Larry Bucshon (R-
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IN-8) said subsidies to public health plans from the Affordable Care Act (ACA) are  driving up the cost 
of health care.  Other Republican members, such as Rep.  Dan Crenshaw (R-TX-2) and Rep.  John Joyce 
(R-PA-13), expressed concerns about the growth of spending in federal health care programs such as 
Medicare, Medicaid, and the ACA marketplace. Another Republican representative, Rep.  Greg Pence (R-
IN-6) spoke against the Biden administration’s proposed nursing home staffing requirement as a policy 
that would drive up the cost of care. 

It is clear from the hearing that there is agreement that the issue of rising health care costs needs to 
be addressed. The hearing showcased both bipartisan and partisan solutions to the issue.  As Congress 
continues to debate these policy proposals, we will continue to monitor the discussion. 

We trust you found this summary useful. Please reach out to us with any questions.
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