CH MBER HILL

House Committee
on Education and the
Workforce Examines

FY 2025 Budget



CH/ MBER HILL

House Committee on Education and the
Workforce Examines FY 2025 Budget

On May 15, 2024, the House Committee on Education and the Workforce held a hearing entitled
“Examining the Policies and Priorities of the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS).” The
hearing allowed committee members to raise questions and concerns about President Biden’s Fiscal
Year 2025 HHS budget and other issues within the department’s jurisdiction. The hearing was marked
by partisan disagreements about the budget request, recent HHS rules, and the oversight of the Office
of Refugee Resettlement.

OPENING STATEMENTS

Committee Chair Virginia Foxx (R-NC)
Committee Ranking Member Robert Scott (D-VA)

WITNESS TESTIMONY

HHS Secretary Xavier Becerra

MEMBER DISCUSSION

Discussion on the Budget Request

Unsurprisingly, Republican and Democratic representatives who spoke about the President’s budget
proposal had very different views about it. Republican representatives criticized the budget request as
being expensive and too focused on partisan priorities related to issues such as abortion and gender-
affirming care. Democratic representatives praised the budget request for building on efforts by the
Biden Administration and Congressional Democrats to reduce the number of individuals without health
insurance and to reduce the cost of health care.

Partisan Disagreement Over Recently Finalized Rules and Actions

Republican and Democratic representatives also showed partisan differences when discussing rules that
HHS and other agencies have finalized.

Nursing Home Staffing Mandate

This minimum staffing rule was the focus of questioning from Rep. G.T. Thompson (R-PA). Rep.
Thompson focused his questioning on concerns that nursing homes don’t have the staff to meet the
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requirements in this rule and that it will lead to reduced access to care, especially in rural communities.
Sec. Becerra countered that the rule accounts for rural and small facilities and defended the rule as
being necessary to ensure residents have access to quality care. Rep. Bobby Scott (D-VA) seemed

to make a positive reference to the rule in his opening statement by praising the administration for

“a number of final regulations that support the health care workforce, seniors in nursing homes, and
people with disabilities who rely on Medicaid.”

Section 1557

One issue that was brought up by both Republican and Democratic representatives was the

recently finalized rule related to Sec. 1557 of the Affordable Care Act (ACA), which deals with the
nondiscrimination requirements that health care entities need to follow in order to get reimbursement
from federal health care programs. Republican representatives argued this rule forces doctors to offer
care that goes against their religious beliefs and against what they believe is in the best interest of the
patient. Sec. Becerra and Democratic representatives said the rule ensures patients can access care
without infringing on the religious liberties of providers.

Private Insurance

Republican representatives also expressed concerns about the impact of administration rules relating
to the private insurance market. Rep. Virgina Foxx (R-NC) expressed concerns about requirements on
self-funded insurance plans in the Notice of Benefit and Payment Parameters for 2025 Final Rule and
the Sec. 1557 final rule. She also asked for confirmation that it is not the department’s policy to try
and regulate self-insured plans. Sec. Becerra asked for the opportunity to respond in writing to this
guestion. Rep. Eric Burlison (R-MO) criticized the Administration’s rule rescinding the Trump-era rule
related to association health plans, which the administration has labeled as “junk plans.”

Republicans Criticize HHS Oversight of Unaccompanied Migrant Children

Republican representatives overwhelmingly focused on concerns about what they argue has

been lax oversight over what happens to unaccompanied children who cross the Southern border.
Republicans cited reports that the department has lost track of these children, which Secretary
Becerra characterized as inaccurate. Specifically, Sec. Becerra said the department does not have
the authority to track these children once they leave HHS’s care and they are doing what they can
to ensure the wellbeing of the children. A couple of Democratic representatives spoke in defense of
the Administration’s efforts and criticized Republicans for not supporting the immigration legislation
negotiated in the Senate earlier this year.
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Other Areas of Interest

Chair Foxx and Rep. Aaron Bean (R-FL) expressed concerns about the implementation of the No
Surprises Act and that the Independent Dispute Resolution process still favors insurers over providers.

Sec. Becerra acknowledged difficulties when the rule was first implemented but said he believed things
were getting better.

Rep. Pramila Jayapal (D-WA) and Rep. Mark DeSaulnier (D-CA) brought up concerns about the oversight
of Medicare Advantage plans.

Rep. Alma Adams (D-NC) and Rep. Jahana Hayes (D-CT) expressed concerns about racial disparities in
maternal health care.

We trust you found this summary useful. Please reach out to us with any questions.
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