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Senate HELP Committee Marks Up 7 bills

On May 23, 2024, the Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor & Pensions (HELP) met in an 
executive session markup and considered 7 bills in addition to the nomination of Stephen H. Ravas for 
Inspector General for the Corporation for National and Community Service (AmeriCorps).

OPENING STATEMENTS

Senate HELP Committee Chair Bernie Sanders (I-VT) and Ranking Member Bill Cassidy, MD (R-LA) did 
not issue formal opening statements. In opening remarks, Chairman Sanders highlighted aspects of 
the legislation being considered and noted the bipartisan authorship and support of each bill. Ranking 
Member Cassidy also spoke positively of the legislation under consideration.

LEGISLATION INCLUDED IN THE MARKUP

S. 3679, Dr. Lorna Breen Health Care Provider Protection Reauthorization Act (Kaine (D-VA), Young (R-IN)): 
The legislation would reauthorize the Dr. Lorna Breen Health Care Provider Protection Act through FY2029 
at the amount of $45 million annually. This includes reauthorizing the education and awareness initiative 
encouraging the use of mental health and substance use disorder services by health care professionals as 
well as reauthorizing programs to promote mental health among health care professionals. The Committee 
approved a manager’s amendment, which made minor changes. A section-by-section summary can also 
be accessed on the Committee website. Passed 19-2, as amended.

S. 3765, Emergency Medical Services for Children Reauthorization Act of 2024 (Casey (D-PA), Budd 
(R-NC)): The legislation would reauthorize a grant program for emergency medical services for children 
through FY2029. A section-by-section summary can also be accessed on the Committee website. Passed 
19-2.

S. 4351, Poison Control Centers Reauthorization Act of 2024 (Murray (D-WA), Tuberville (R-AL), Lujan (D-
NM), Romney (R-UT)): The legislation would reauthorize the Poison Control Programs, a set of programs 
that includes poison education, prevention, and treatment, as well as the national toll-free number, 
national media campaign, and the poison control state grant program, through FY2029. A section-by-
section summary can also be accessed on the Committee website. Passed 21-0.

S. 3375, BOLD Infrastructure for Alzheimer’s Reauthorization Act of 2024 (Collins (R-ME), Cortez Masto 
(D-NV), Capito (R-WV), Kaine (D-VA)): The legislation would reauthorize the Building Our Largest Dementia 
(BOLD) Infrastructure for Alzheimer’s Act at current funding levels. The legislation would also modify 
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program administration to be overseen by the HHS Secretary acting through the CDC Director, and it 
would include a requirement within the public health centers for excellence required activities aimed 
a bridging the gap between research findings and application in real-world settings. The Committee 
approved a manager’s amendment, which made minor changes. A section-by-section summary can also 
be accessed on the Committee website. Passed 19-2, as amended.

S. 4325, Lifespan Respite Care Reauthorization Act of 2024 (Collins (R-ME), Baldwin (D-WI)): The legislation 
would reauthorize the Lifespan Respite Care program at currently appropriated levels of $10 million per 
year through FY2029 and modify the definition of “family caregiver” to include individuals under age 18. 
A section by summary can also be accessed on the Committee website. Passed 19-2.

S. 3757, Congenital Heart Futures Reauthorization Act of 2024 (Durbin (D-IL), Young (R-IN)): The legislation 
would reauthorize the congenital heart disease research, surveillance, and awareness program at the 
CDC, and would direct the HHS Secretary to convene a workshop of subject matter experts on adult 
patients living with congenital heart disease. The legislation also would require a report to Congress 
outlining the lifelong needs of congenital heart disease patients, related workforce shortages, and 
strategies for implementation recommendations. The Committee approved a manager’s amendment, 
which made minor changes. A section by-section summary can also be accessed on the Committee 
website. Passed 19-2, as amended.

S. 4045, East Palestine Health Impact Monitoring Act of 2024 (Vance (R-OH), Brown (D-OH), Fetterman 
(D-PA), Casey (D-PA)): The legislation would require study on the public health impacts of the February 3, 
2023, train derailment in East Palestine, Ohio, in the surrounding areas in Ohio and Pennsylvania. The 
HHS Secretary, through the CDC, the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR), or the 
National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences (NIEHS), would ward a grant, contract, or cooperative 
agreement to an eligible entity—a group of higher education institutions with expertise in the relevant 
fields and a physical presence in Ohio and Pennsylvania. The study will assess the human health impacts 
of the derailment and subsequent chemical venting and burning. Annual progress reports are required 
until the final report is submitted within five years. The Committee approved a manager’s amendment, 
which made minor changes. A section-by-section summary can also be accessed on the Committee 
website. Passed 19-2, as amended.

Nomination – The Committee concluded its meeting considering the nomination of Stephen H. Ravas to 
be Inspector General for the Corporation for National and Community Service (AmeriCorps). Approved 
21-0.
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