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On January 29, 2025, the Senate Finance Committee held a hearing to consider the nomination of Robert
F. Kennedy Jr. (RFK) to serve as the Secretary of Health and Human Services (HHS). This committee has
the authority to advance his nomination to the Senate floor. Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pension
(HELP) will have the opportunity to hear RFK Jr. testify on January 30, 2025, but will not hold a committee
vote. Senate Democrats challenged Kennedy regarding his past statements on abortion, vaccines, and
asked about his views on the Medicaid and Medicare programs. An executive session on Kennedy’s
nomination for the Finance Committee has not been announced.

OPENING STATEMENTS

Chairman Mike Crapo (R-ID) opened his remarks stating that if RFK Jr. is confirmed by the committee,
there will be an opportunity to deliver bold transformative solutions to fix the U.S. health care system.
He emphasized the challenges and opportunities in improving Medicare, Medicaid, and Children’s Health
Insurance Program (CHIP), particularly with rising costs and an aging population. Crapo highlighted
bipartisan efforts to reform prescription drug pricing, telehealth expansion, and clinician payment
structures. He stressed the need for health care transparency, disease prevention, and private-sector
innovation while cautioning against government overreach.

Ranking Member Ron Wyden (D-OR) opened his statement by expressing concerns what he characterized
as RFK’s history of promoting anti-vaccine conspiracy theories and lack of clear policy positions on key
health care issues. Sen. Wyden argued that Kennedy’s views could endanger public health, particularly
regarding vaccines and abortion access. He noted concerns about the authority Kennedy would have
when it comes to which vaccines seniors are eligible for receiving at no cost. He also questioned Kennedy’s
ability, to protect Medicaid funding and infectious disease research. Ultimately, Sen. Wyden concluded
that Kennedy is unfit for the role.

WITNESS TESTIMONY

In his testimony, Robert F. Kennedy Jr. highlighted the nation’s worsening health crisis, citing rising chronic
diseases and high health care costs, which he believes are unsustainable. Kennedy argued that instead
of focusing solely on who pays for health care, policymakers must address the root causes of chronic

chamberhill.com 1



CH/ MBER HILL

disease, which he links to environmental and dietary factors.

He was quick to reject claims that he is anti-vaccine or anti-industry, stating that he is “pro-safety” and
supports scientific integrity in health policy. Kennedy pledged to work with all stakeholders, including
farmers and industry leaders, to ensure healthier food, reduce harmful chemicals, and eliminate conflicts
of interest in regulatory agencies. He expressed his desire to restore trust in HHS, prioritize transparency,
and reverse the chronic disease epidemic.

MEMBER DISCUSSION

Vaccinations

It was no surprise that Kennedy’s past comments on vaccinations would be a major topic of questions.
As Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-VT) held up baby clothes with the slogan “Unvaxed Unafraid,” Sen. Wyden
challenged Kennedy on his past statements regarding vaccines, accusing him of contradicting himself.
He provided a past podcast appearance that Kennedy appeared on where he stated he was against
vaccines. Kennedy defended his stance by stating that his comments had been taken out of context,
emphasizing that he is not anti-vaccine but rather “pro-safety.” He acknowledged his past petition to the
FDA regarding COVID-19 vaccines for children, arguing they were inappropriate for young age groups.

Sen. Wyden was not the only member to challenge Kennedy on his stance for vaccines. Sen. Sheldon
Whitehouse (D-RI) asked a similar question related to vaccines. He noted that RFK Jr. has expressed
support for mandatory vaccinations that protect public health but has also cast doubt on the effectiveness
of the measles vaccine. Sen. Whitehouse cited a recent measles case in Rhode Island and pressed
Kennedy on how he would handle such outbreaks. Kennedy responded by pledging to collaborate with
Whitehouse to contain the situation, but Sen. Whitehouse remained unconvinced.

Medicaid, Medicare, and Medicare Advantage

Several Senators, including Mark Warner (D-VA) and Ben Ray Lujan (D-NM), questioned Kennedy about
potential cuts to Medicaid and how these might affect state programs. Sen. Warner began by addressing
the Trump Administration’s executive order freezing Medicaid funds, which Sen. Warner argued has
caused considerable confusion, despite President Trump’s assurance that Medicaid benefits would not
be frozen. Sen. Lujan pressed Kennedy on the possibility of Medicaid cuts and highlighted that if cuts
were made, 9 states could discontinue Medicaid expansion.

While Kennedy acknowledged the significance of Medicaid, he emphasized that funding decisions
are within the control of Congress. He could not specify how many states might scale back Medicaid
expansion if federal funding were reduced. Another unclear response came when Sen. Raphael Warnock
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the year, Kennedy did not confirm whether he would support Congress’s efforts to extend these credits.

Senate Health, Education, Labor, Pensions (HELP) Chairman Bill Cassidy (R-LA), who has not shared if
he will vote to confirm Kennedy, expressed interest in Kennedy’s views on the integration of Medicaid
and Medicare. Kennedy expressed support for experimenting with value-based care in public programs.
However, he remained uncertain about integrating programs, noting that Medicare is currently
structured as a fee-for-service (FFS) model. Regarding Medicare Advantage (MA), Kennedy commented
that traditional Medicare premiums are too high, as the program was designed for a specific population.
In response, Sen. Cassidy asked whether Americans should transition to MA from FFS, Kennedy replied
that more Americans would prefer MA, as they tend to avoid Medicaid in favor of private insurance.

Rural Health

Sen. John Barrasso (R-WY), highlighted the workforce challenges facing rural hospitals and asked
Kennedy if he would collaborate on improving rural health care. He acknowledged the alarming rate at
which rural hospitals are closing and stressed the importance of economic development in the country.
Kennedy stated that President Trump is committed to halting these closures through the use of Al and
telemedicine. This led to a discussion on the nursing home staffing mandate introduced by the Biden
Administration. While Kennedy said there were good intentions behind the rule, he called it a disaster
for rural areas, especially given the need for 24-hour staffing. He suggested leveraging Al in nursing
homes, citing a Cleveland Clinic study exploring an Al nurse that could potentially replace human staff.

Sen. Marsha Blackburn (R-TN) expressed confidence in Kennedy’s confirmation and praised his
nomination. She noted that improving rural health has broad bipartisan support and emphasized the
importance of expanding telehealth in addressing workforce shortages. She asked if the Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) Administrator would be involved in this effort. Kennedy assured
her that he, along with Dr. Mehmet Oz, the nominee to lead CMS, would work to make this initiative a
reality.

Pharmacy Benefit Managers (PBMs) and Drug Pricing

Another topic raised during the discussion was PBMs and drug pricing. Sen. Chuck Grassley (R-I1A)
presented seven points and requested simple yes or no answers. Among these points, he asked
Kennedy about PBMs, recalling his previous efforts to hold them accountable. He also mentioned
his push for a bill on drug price transparency, emphasizing the importance of knowing the cost of
medications. Kennedy responded that he agreed with all the provisions of the bill. Sen. Maria Cantwell
(D-WA) inquired about actions to take if PBMs are contributing to rising drug prices. Kennedy responded
that President Trump is committed to addressing PBM issues and that he has been engaging with
stakeholders, including the pharmaceutical industry, to find solutions.
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Abortion

“Every abortion is a tragedy,” Kennedy reiterated when questioned about his views on abortion. Sen.
Michael Bennett (D-CO) raised concerns about Kennedy’s pro-life stance, pointing out that in past
statements, Kennedy had suggested abortion should be a decision left to the woman. Sen. Maggie
Hassan (D-NH) echoed Bennett's sentiments, highlighting what she characterized as the nominee’s
conflicting views on women’s reproductive rights. Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto (D-NV) inquired whether
Kennedy supports abortion in emergency situations.

Sen. James Lankford (R-OK) noted that the Biden Administration had cut funding in his state because
it does not support abortions. He asked Kennedy how he believes Title X should be handled. Kennedy
responded by expressing his support for President Trump’s policy, agreeing that such decisions should
be left to individual states.

Other Topics
Other topics which came up during today’s hearing included the following;:

e Concerns from some Democrats that RFK Jr. would cut funding for agencies such as the National
Institutes of Health (NIH) and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).

e Bipartisan concerns about behavioral health issues, including a spirited discussion about claims that
SSRI drugs are linked to school shootings.

¢ Concerns about President Trump’s efforts to buy-out federal employees and how that could impact
federal health agencies.

We trust you found this summary useful. Please reach out to us with any questions.
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