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On February 11, 2025, the House Ways and Means Health Subcommittee held a hearing on
“Modernizing American Health Care: Creating Healthier Options and Better Incentives.” The committee
discussed the rise in chronic diseases in the U.S. and addressed the importance of preventative
screening and services. While many House Democrats expressed concerns about budget cuts to

NIH funding and the potential impact of Medicaid reductions, both sides agreed on the need for a
bipartisan solution to promote a healthier America.

OPENING STATEMENTS

House Ways and Means Health Subcommittee Chairman Vern Buchanan (R-FL) emphasized the urgency
of addressing chronic diseases, which affect six in ten Americans. He highlighted bipartisan efforts like
the Medicare Multi-Cancer Early Detection Screening Act and the Chronic Disease Flexible Coverage Act
to improve health care access. Buchanan stressed the role of employer wellness programs in reducing
health care costs and combating rising obesity and diabetes rates. He also introduced the Congressional
Preventive Health and Wellness Caucus to promote prevention, nutrition, and exercise.

House Ways and Means Health Subcommittee Ranking Member Lloyd Doggett (D-TX) criticized ongoing
health policy decisions, arguing that they will worsen public health, raise costs, and reduce access
to care. He accused the Trump Administration of cutting essential health care funding, undermining
scientific research, and threatening public health through harmful appointments and policy changes. The
speech also condemned Republican lawmakers for supporting tax breaks over health care access, while
highlighting concerns about Elon Musk’s role in violating data privacy.

WITNESS TESTIMONY

* Brooks Tingle, CEO, John Hancock Financial - Testimony

¢ Dr. Jay Carlson, OBGYN and Clinical Chair, Mercy Clinical Research - Testimony

e Marcie Strouse, Small Business Owner and Partner, Capitol Benefits - Testimony

* Leslie Dach, Founder and Chairman, Protect Our Care - Testimony
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MEMBER DISCUSSION

Funding

Medicaid funding and its potential cuts were central to the discussion. Mr. Dach warned that defunding
Medicaid would severely impact health care access, particularly for children and seniors who rely on
it. Mr. Dach pointed out that Texas would lose $300 million in health care funding, which could disrupt
essential disease prevention programs. The conversation also touched on the broader impact of federal
funding cuts, with Rep. Mike Thompson (D-CA) criticizing the reduction of NIH research funding, arguing
that it would hinder medical advancements and patient care.

Rep. Judy Chu (D-CA) expressed worries about data leaks, Medicaid cuts, and frozen federal funding, with
Mr. Dach affirming that these issues would negatively impact public health. Rep. Dwight Evans (D-PA) and
Mr. Dach discussed the potential fallout if the Affordable Care Act (ACA) or Inflation Reduction Act (IRA)
were repealed, warning that it would increase costs and limit access to essential services like cancer
screenings, vaccines, and opioid recovery programs.

Preventative Care and Rural Health

Preventative care and rural health care disparities were also discussed. Rep. Brian Fitzpatrick (R-PA)
introduced the FIT Act, which would support fitness-related medical expenses and potentially save
billions in health care costs. Dr. Carlson backed preventative care measures, stating that early screenings
and wellness programs led to better and more cost-effective health outcomes. Rep. Miller (R-WV) and
Dr. Carlson also addressed rural health care challenges, particularly in cancer treatment, emphasizing
transportation barriers that make access to care difficult for rural patients.

We trust you found this summary useful. Please reach out to us with any questions.
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